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Fall is in the air and the holidays are just around the corner! 
What a fun summer for the Blue Ridge Partnership for Children. Our
annual Taste of the Blue Ridge was in August and came back to Spruce
Pine where it all began. The theme this year was the Gems of
Appalachia and we all know that the children are our most precious
gems. THANK YOU so much to everyone who came out for this great
event that benefitted the BRPFC Imagination Library, Play & Learn, and
Community Outreach programs. The participating restaurants out did
themselves with fabulous samples and Kaye's Kitchen took home the
Best of the Taste of the Blue Ridge with Times Square Restaurant
coming in a very close runner up. The desserts for the dessert dash were
amazing and there were fun games like the Gem Mountain Mining game,
Golden Ticket, and Spaghetti Streamers. We had the pleasure of
honoring the Imagination Library Founding Committee members and
wrapped up the evening with an exciting live auction. We continue to be
amazed and honored by the support of our region for the Blue Ridge
Partnership for Children. We hope to see you at the Red, White, and
Denim Taste of the Blue Ridge on August 3, 2020!
 
Taste of the Blue Ridge wasn't the only big event of the summer. The
Partnership participated in the 2nd annual Mitchell County State of the
Child, an annual event to promote a better quality of life for children and
families through a trauma informed and resilient community. Thanks to
everyone who came out on a Saturday to learn more about how to help
kids be resilient and bounce back from difficult situations and to those
who presented so much useful information and worked to make the
Mitchell County State of the Child such a success. 
 
The AMY Wee Trade Fall/Winter consignment sale was the biggest one
yet. Thank you to our consignors who donate a percentage of their sales
to the Imagination Library and to everyone who came out to shop. We
are already looking forward to the Spring/Summer sale in March 2020.
 

Summer may be over but the fun
keeps going! Check out our Mark
Your Calendar pages and the
Latest News page on our website
for more details.



Reading + Love = Literacy

Got Wiggles?
A Movement Inspired Story Time for Children ages 2+

Story Time begins at 11:00 a.m.
Monday - Spruce Pine Library - 828.765.4673
Tuesday - Mitchell County Library (Bakersville) - 828.688.2511
Wednesday - Avery County Morrison Library (Newland) - 828.733.9393
Thursday - Yancey County Library (Burnsville) - 828.682.2600

An AMY Regional Library Free Story Time Program
Story Time follows local school closings due to inclement weather.

Did you know that many of the Imagination Library books your child
receives have tips to help build skills important for success in school
just inside the front cover?
 
Stories and rhymes are almost always interesting to young children,
and they love being physically close to you to be read to. This is why
reading to your child provides a rich opportunity to build skills that are
important in school. Most of all, have fun and enjoy reading with your
child. 
 

Talk about a time when you felt brave, or recount a time when your child acted bravely. It can be hard to
be brave sometimes!
As you read the different adjectives, talk about how the illustrations represent the word. Ask: How does
this picture match this word? What other pictures would fit with this word?
If you read at bedtime, tuck your child in as you say the words on the last page.
Ask your child questions about the story like: What are some things the rabbit wants to do tomorrow?
Which ones seem the hardest? Do any seem easy?
When your child does something that fits with an adjective from the story, point it out: "How creative!"
"What an adventurous idea!" "You sure seem confident about that!"

Let us show you how with two Imagination Library books!
 
Tomorrow I'll Be Brave, by Jessica Hische

Look at the cover together and explain that an excavator digs up dirt on a construction site. Point out parts
of the excavator, such as the cab, the boom with the claw attached, and the backfill blade. 
Ask your child what animal is following the excavator in the picture 
Say some of the sound effects together: Beep beep beep! Bam bam bam!
Have your child find the Loader, Dump Truck, Backhoe, and Crane as you read. Talk about what each one
does. 
When no big rig can do the last job, talk about how being small can have advantages. 
Ask your child who was the smallest construction vehicle on the job site? He couldn't do all the same
things as the others, but what could he do at the end?

 
little EXCAVATOR, by Anna Dewdney

Baby Bookworms is a baby-
centered story time for little
ones ages 0-2 with songs,
nursery rhymes, bounces,
fingerplays and books. Bring
your little one and join the fun!
Thursday at 10:00 at the
Yancey County Public
Library in Burnsville.



Mark your calendars! 2019

Thursday, October 31, 2019
9:30AM - 3PM

Avery Rock Gym Public sessions:
Thursday, November 14, 1:30 pm - 6:30 pm
Saturday, November 16, 9:00 am - 12:00 pm

First Presbyterian Church, Spruce Pine
970 Greenwood Road

The Blue Ridge Partnership for Children offices
will be closed on Thursday, November 28th
and Friday, November 29th in observence of
the Thanksgiving holiday. We will reopen at
8am on Monday, December 2, 2019. 
Our offices will also be closed Tuesday,
December 24th - Thursday, December 26th for
the Christmas holiday and Wednesday,
January 1st, 2020 to welcome the new year. 
We hope everyone has a happy and safe
holiday season!

Buy a fresh Fraser Fir wreath and/or an ornament &

support the Imagination Library!

 

Call the Blue Ridge Partnership for Children to order.

683-0717/733-2899

director@brpartnershipforchildren.org

cdm@brpartnershipforchildren.org

BlueRidgeChildren.org$20 each

locally-made

$10 each

locally-made



Bring your bags,
and stop by for

FREE produce and
other perishables

courtesy of
MANNA FoodBank!

2019

Mark your calendars!

Pop-Up Market
Where: The Old Rock Gym, Newland

 November 14, 2019
 December 12, 2019
 January 16, 2020
 February 13, 2020
 March 19, 2020
 April 9, 2020
 May 14, 2020

When: 12:00 pm - 2:00 pm          

 

For more information contact Tammy Woodie at 828.733.6006

What's cooking?
Crock pot cooking is a great way to prepare inexpensive, tasty, nutritious meals and healthy snacks and the
best part is that it doesn't take much time at all! In every issue we include a recipe the whole family will enjoy.

Slow Cooker Chicken ParmesanIngredients
Butter or non-stick baking spray
4 boneless skinless chicken breasts
Salt & pepper
1 (32-ounce) jar of marinara sauce + more if
needed
2 to 3 garlic cloves minced
1 teaspoon dried oregano
1/2 teaspoon crushed red pepper flakes, optional
1/2 cup bread crumbs
1 to 2 cups shredded mozzarella cheese
1/4 cup freshly grated parmesan cheese
1/4 cuo fresh parsley finely diced
Serve with cooked spaghetti

 
Recipe from
https://.hipfoodiemom.com/2015/09/03/slow-cooker-
chicken-parmesan/

Instructions
Spray or grease the inside of your slow cooker or
crock pot. Season each chicken breast with salt
and pepper on each side and place into the slow
cooker in one layer.
Using a large mixing bowl, pour in the marinara
sauce, and add the minced garlic and dried
oregano and crushed red pepper flakes if using.
Mix together, taste and add salt and pepper if
desired. Pour the sauce over the chicken breasts
into to slow cooker. Make sure all of the chicken is
covered with the sauce. Cover and cook on LOW
for about 4 hours. 
After the chicken is cooked, sprinkle the bread
crumbs over each chicken breast. Add the
shredded mozzarella cheese and parmesan over
each chicken breast and cover the slow cooker
and let cook until the cheese has melted. 
Garnish with parsley and parmesan cheese and
serve over cooked spaghetti. 

1.

2.

3.

4.



What's Going on at Play & Learn!

 
An hour of Play & Learn is full of play stations with age appropriate toys and activities based on the
theme of the day! Children, age birth to five years old, experience activities that build their imagination
through dramatic play, sensory play, art, music, and problem solving activities for 45 minutes followed by
a transition into group music and story time. 
 
Caregivers are offered suggestions for at home activities that help them continue to promote healthy
development in their child. Play & Learn is a wonderful opportunity to build relationships for children and
caregivers alike!
 
Play & Learn in Yancey County now meets at the Yancey County Library on Mondays at 10:00 am. Play &
Learn takes place outside so come dressed for the weather and ready to have a great time. 
 
Together We Grow, a sprout of Play & Learn, is a series of 10 week sessions geared toward specific ages
and stages of development with relevant topics covered at each session. We ask that participants register
for these classes. Like Play & Learn, Together We Grow is FREE and you can register at any point during
the 10 weeks. For more information about Play & Learn or Together We Grow, contact the Blue Ridge
Partnership for Children at 828.682.0047 or 828.733.2899 or Play & Learn Coordinator Kim Hobart at
playandlearnkhobart@gmail.com or Mari Ohta at Ohta.mari@gmail.com. 
 
Play & Learn follows local school closings due to inclement weather.

Monday Monday Tuesday Thursday Friday
Banner Elk

Book Exchange
Yancey County

Library
Spruce Pine

Library
Crossnore

Baptist Church
Avery Morrison

Library

10:00-11:00 10:00-11:0010:00-11:00
9:30-10:30
11:00-12:00

9:30-10:30
Together We Grow

11:00-12:00
Play & Learn



Happy Fall!

family matters.
YANCEY COUNTY PARENT EDUCATION OPPORTUNITIES

Do you sometimes find yourself in a situation with your children where you think, "What in the world do I do
now? Who could I call to ask about this?" The Yancey County Center of the NC Cooperative Extension
Service may have some answers. 
 
The Cooperative Extension of Yancey County has partnered with several agencies to provide a variety of
classes that can support you in raising a happy, healthy child. All of these programs are open to the public at
little or no cost, and most offer snacks or a meal, as well as childcare for the duration of each program
session. 
 
Circle of Parents® is one of these programs. Circle of Parents® provides a friendly, supportive
environment led by parents and other caregivers. It's a place where anyone in a parenting role can openly
discuss the successes and challenges of raising children. It is also a place to find and share support. 
 
To register for Circle of Parents® or get more information on other parent education programs visit
yancey.ces.ncsu.edu/parent-education-opportunities.
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