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We will be following NC Department of Health and Human Services
recommendation to use teleworking technologies to the greatest extent
possible. Office phones will be forwarded to BRPFC Administrative
Assistant, and all staff will be available via email and phone. 
We have made arrangements to check mail, make check deposits and cut
checks with no disruption of payments from the Agency.

All non-essential professional development trainings scheduled through April
30 are cancelled or postponed.
In-person Technical Assistance staff visits to child care facilities are
cancelled until further notice. Any direct technical assistance and training to
child care personnel will be provided by phone and email only.
Play & Learn group meetings will be discontinued, with information and
activities for families being shared electronically.

All non-essential BRPFC hosted meetings and events for the next 30-45
days will be virtualized, rescheduled or cancelled.

BLOCK Fest previously scheduled for Yancey County in March has been
postponed.
Child Fest previously scheduled for May has been postponed due to the
large amounty of pre-planning necessary for a smooth-running event. 
AMY Wee Trade Children's Consignment sale has been rescheduled for
June 11-13 at Cross Street Commerce Center. 

After carefully weighing our options and responsibility to our staff and the
children and families we serve, the Blue Ridge Partnership for Children
(BRPFC) is taking the following actions effective March 16, 2020 until further
notice:
 
Employees

 
Service Delivery to Child Care Providers, Families and Children:

 
Meetings

 
Events

 
We will continue to closely monitor the COVID-19 situation in our
community and provide updates as needed. Please do not hesitate to reach
out to Executive Director Jennifer Simpson at
director@brpartnershipforchildren.org if you have questions. 
 
Thank you as we work together to protect the health of our community.
 



Did you know that many of the Imagination Library books your child receives have 
tips to help build skills important for success in school just inside the front cover?
 
Stories and rhymes are almost always interesting to young children, and they love being physically close to you
to be read to. This is why reading to your child provides a rich opportunity to build skills that are important in
school. Most of all, have fun and enjoy reading with your child. 
 

Pour some cocoa or have a treat as you prepare to read
Talk about the cover illustration together: count the bears, name the utensils, or describe what an apron is
for.

Make some sounds described in the book: Knock on a hard surface when the bears knock on the door 

Ask your child questions about the story.
What season is it in the book? What do the bears wear to keep warm?
What treat do you like to eat? What treat do you like to make?

Learning on the Go:
Bake something to share with friends or family. Try the recipe for Grandma Rosie's Chocolate Cake at
the end of the book. Delicious! 
Have a celebratory party and bang some pots with cooking utensils as you dance around the kitchen,
like the bears do in the story. 

Baking Day at Grandma's, by Anika Denise, illustrated by Christopher Denise
Starting up

Reading The Story

     or imitate a ringing sound when the time goes off. When Grandma sings, sing a line of a favorite song. 
After The Story

 

Ask what differences your child can find between the two sides of the cover illustration. Suggest topics
such as weather, buildings, and transportation.
Read the title and discuss types of trees. Compare the oak tree on the cover with trees you've seen in
your neighborhood.

As the story moves through each era, read the date on the bottom of the page to set up the time line. If
the date correlates with something familiar, such as the birth or childhood of a grandparent, point that out. 
Ask your child to notice the water and hills in the background of each page, which remain constant
throughout the book. Then point out things like boats, streets, and houses that change.

Ask your child questions about the story. What did the oak tree grow from? What caused the oak to split
in two?

Find a tree stump and count the rings to see the age of the tree. Play an imagination game together and
pretend to live in the different eras described in the book.

AS AN OAK TREE GROWS, by G. Brian Karas
Starting Up

Reading the Story

After The Story

Learning on the Go: 

Reading + Love = Literacy

"Together we can all dream more, learn more, care, and be more."   ~ Dolly Parton



2020

Spring/Summer Consignment Sale

Calendar updates!

Previously scheduled on
Saturday, May 2, 2020

Heaton Christian Church
Previously scheduled

Tuesday, April 28th, 2020
8:00 am - 4:00 pm

 

Oh the places we've
been in the last 20 years
and the places we'll go!

Yancey County

Previously scheduled public sessions:
Thursday, March 19 & Saturday, March 21, 2020

Previously scheduled sale days
Thursday, March 26 - Saturday, March 28

 
Rescheduled sale dates are 

Thursday, June 11 - Saturday, June 13

These events have been postponed and will be rescheduled. 
We will let you know those dates when they are set. 

In the meantime stay well! 



Before, during, and after preparing food 
Before eating food
Before and after caring for someone at home who is sick 
Before and after treating a cut or wound
After using the toilet
After changing diapers or cleaning up a child who has used the toilet
After blowing your nose, coughing, or sneezing
After touching an animal, animal feed, or animal waste
After handling pet food or pet treats
After touching garbage

Wet your hands with clean, running water (warm or cold), turn off the tap, and apply soap.
Lather your hands by rubbing them together with the soap. Lather the backs of your hands, between
your fingers, and under your nails.
Scrub your hands for at least 20 seconds. Need a timer? Hum the “Happy Birthday” song from
beginning to end twice.
Rinse your hands well under clean, running water.
Dry your hands using a clean towel or air dry them.

When and How to Wash Your Hands 
Handwashing is one of the best ways to protect yourself and your family from getting sick. Learn when
and how you should wash your hands to stay healthy. Wash Your Hands Often to Stay Healthy. You
can help yourself and your loved ones stay healthy by washing your hands often, especially during
these key times when you are likely to get and spread germs:

 
Follow These Five Steps to Wash Your Hands the Right Way
Washing your hands is easy, and it’s one of the most effective ways to prevent the spread of germs.
Clean hands can stop germs from spreading from one person to another and throughout an entire
community—from your home and workplace to childcare facilities and hospitals. Follow these five steps
every time.
1.
2.

3.

4.
5.

Adapted from https://www.cdc.gov/handwashing/when-how-handwashing.html

4 lg bell peppers-any color
15 oz can black beans, drained & rinsed
14.5 oz can fire roasted diced tomatoes
1 C Minute Rice Premium
3 tsps chili powder
1/2 tsp chipotle chili powder
1 tsp cumin
1 tsp garlic powder
1 tsp onion powder
1/2 C water + 1/2 C water in the slow cooker
1 C shredded cheese blend

What's cooking?
Crock pot cooking is a great way to prepare inexpensive, tasty, nutritious meals and healthy snacks and the
best part is that it doesn't take much time at all! In every issue we include a recipe the whole family will enjoy.

Ingredients Instructions

Wash peppers, cut off tops and remove ribs
& seeds
In a bowl, mix together beans, tomatoes, rice
seasonings and 1/2 C water until well
combined
Stuff into peppers until they are filled to the
top
Add the other 1/2 C water to the slow cooker
Carefully place peppers into slow cooker,
filling side up
Top evenly with cheese
Cover and cook on high for 2-3 hours or low
for 4-6 hours until peppers are tender and
rice is cooked

1.

2.

3.

4.
5.

6.
7.

 

Stuffed Peppers

slowcookergourmet.net/slow-cooker-stuffed-peppers/



Wondering what to do with the kids while we're all staying at home as much as we can?
Below are just a few websites that have some really fun and interesting things to do with

kiddos of all ages. There may be some duplicates but that's ok. 
Enjoy and stay well.

https://virtualschoolactivities.com
https://www.thebestideasforkids.com     

https://learninglab.si.edu              
https://www.amyregionallibrary.org

https://www.buzzfeed.com/melissaharrison/educational-resources-activities-kids-coronavirus
https://entertainkidsonadime.com/

https://www.hellowonderful.co/post/easy-indoor-activities-for-kids
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